
Newsletter 

“ 

May 2020 

In this issue: 

 Letter from The Chair 

In the News 

Finances 

Do’s and Don’t of Wearing 

a Mask 

Updates on SSAH 

Stress, demands on families 

Supports for Families 

Links for support in e-

learning  

Virtual Happy Hour Invite 

Dance Party Invite 

Latest Update on 

 

Letter from The Chair 

 
Warm greetings to all our DSP friends, 

 

I hope this newsletter finds all of you to be well and managing all the current 

upheavals of life with as much ease as possible.   

 

Just taking a moment to let you know that, although it is clearly not business 

as usual, the DSP is here to support you in what ways it can.  Please be sure 

to let us know if there is some way the Association can be there for you in 

these challenging days, whether it is through advocacy, virtual programming, 

a friendly ear to listen, or some other need we might fill, please reach out.   

 

As the uncertainty of our landscape surrounds us, we (the Board of 

Directors and Executive Director) are still working hard, doing what we can, 

to serve the Association.  As you are aware, due to Ontario’s  emergency 

measures, we had to cancel two of our important fundraisers: the Spaghetti 

Dinner and Cake Auction, as well as the Gala.  The loss of these revenues 

has brought us to apply for government assistance funds, which will help us 

in our ever- present goal of keeping the DSP financially healthy.  

 

Although it is unclear when the restrictions will be lifted, or what that will 

look like, we continue to anticipate and plan for opportunities to restart 

programming.  In the meantime, we are arranging to go virtual!  Please check 

for your opportunity to join our Zoom adult gatherings, or dance parties!   

 

As all this goes on, we also continue to also move forward with important 

items that were begun before COVID – 19, such as our steady progress in 

the review of our By-laws.  In this project we have had the benefit of 

member involvement, which we are happy to have.  We look forward to 

sharing theses revisions with you once they are complete.     

 

All in all, the important message is that we are still here, and our primary 

goal is to support you… now and when life begins to move back toward 

normalcy.  Please let us know how we can do that best. 

 

On behalf of the Board, wishing you and yours health and happiness, 

Cindy Wilson. 

DSP Chair 



Costco Canada in the News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costco Canada Customers Will Need to Wear Protective Face Coverings Starting May 4th 

 

Costco members and guests must wear a mask or face covering that covers the mouth and nose at all 

times while at Costco. This requirement does not apply to children under the age of 2 or to individuals 

who are unable to wear a mask or face covering due to a medical condition.” 

You’ll be able to use a handmade mask or scarf so don’t worry if you don’t have a n95 rated mask, which 

Costco likely knows are still difficult to find and/or expensive to acquire. As long as your nose and mouth are 

covered, you’ll be allowed in to shop. 

Some customers may not like the change, but you can’t fault Costco for wanting to make the shopping expe-

rience as safe as possible for everyone during these trying times. 

Since the pandemic began, Costco has been a leader in implementing new protective policies and practices to 

help keep shoppers safe. 

 

https://www.costco.ca/coronavirus-response.html 





 

 App that everyone is connecting on and has taken Canada by storm has been in the news.  Apparently, Tik-

Tok was developed by China.  There has been in the past a number of security issues that were raised and 

have since been changed.    

However, new information (although it is from the USA) has indicated that TIKTOK has been collecting data 

on everything you do on your devise! 

Read the full story here 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/08/technology/tiktok-security-flaws.html 

I have since finding out all of this new information have decided to delete our TIKTOK account. 

 

 

 

 

 

Major TikTok Security Flaws Found 



Taking Time for YOU…. 

 

 

As we continue to adjust to our new norm of life.  

There has been an incredible amount of stress placed 

upon YOU as parents and families.  Not only are YOU 

a parent of a special needs child, but now YOU are al-

so a teacher and playmate for them as well, including 

juggling your own work demands, and the rest of the 

family demands. 

Respite is something parents/families are NOT receiv-

ing right now– even if it’s from a grandparent or aunt/

uncle etc.  Families are being asked to do far more than 

most can do. 

It is a time, where it is important to take time for YOU! 

YOU are important; and so is your mental health and stress.  Please take time for YOU eve-

ry day whether it be enjoying reading a book, knitting, drawing, watching t.v., going for a walk, 

yoga, calling a friend, having a drink, gardening, or whatever brings you peace!  Don’t worry if 

today was not perfect, do what you can and nothing more…  Turn negatives into positives 

YOU are important! 

 

Using your five senses is one way to help combat stress, and frustration.  I have added some 

exercises to help YOU out.  There are also some amazing things available on line such as Yoga 

etc.!   

 

 





Stress Management and Self Regulation for Children/Youth 

 

There has been quite a bit of data out lately about how COVID-19 is also causing stress and 

an increase in anxiety for our children and youth. 

I have added some helpful links to support your child 

Sesame Street Is Teaching Kids ‘Belly Breathing’ and Calming Techniques 

https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/139328/sesame-street-calming-techniques/?

fbclid=IwAR2KteZ6VaO5vFdvy-kFseS0ev0ua1vVUqN1Gmckgy1hd41IBXdh1BF3bnE 

 

There are also some amazing app’s that have been developed to assist in this area. 

Here is a list of the top 15 apps to support and help kids/teens 

http://www.kidevolve.com/blog/2018/1/10/15-mindfulness-relaxation-apps-for-kids-with-

anxiety-parenting-chaos 

 



SSAH– Special Services At Home 

 

I have been following up with SSAH, as a number of  our members have expressed concerns regarding not 

receiving their packages for this year as of yet, and the length of wait list for services.   

Packages this year have been delayed as the government has recently made additions/changes to include addi-

tional claim items.  Unfortunately, at this time there is no clear deadline as to when those packages will be 

mailed out.  The government is still trying to get all the packages/re-newels together at this point.  SSAH rec-

ommends that anyone that is waiting to receive their package for this year, to please keep all receipts and 

to continue with the purchases during this time.  Also the government is releasing 25% up front  in order to 

assist families with extra expenses incurred during this time. 

  I also heard from a few families that they have applied for SSAH, well over1.5 years ago and still have not 

heard back regarding approval.    SSAH has informed me that there have been no new approvals for services 

since January 01, 2018!   SSAH is still waiting for approval from the government, and cannot move forward 

with any applications at this time, until they have received such approval.   

I have contacted the Honorable Doug Fords office in bringing attention to a system that is broken and is not 

working! I have also reached out to Dave Smith who is the local MPP for Peterborough regarding these con-

cerns..  His office is contacting the Ministry for answers! 

  Families deserve answers as to when they will be reviewed for services, especially during these times.  Par-

ents need the financial assistance more than ever, and do not deserve to sit on a endless waitlist for financial 

support!.  I will continue to advocate for our membership regarding these outrageous wait times!  Families 

deserve answers as to when they will be reviewed for services.   

If anyone was directed that SSAH was not accepting any new applications– this is not true, SSAH continues 

to accept applications, even at this time!   

  For an overview of the program, eligibility etc. please use the link provided http://www.children.gov.on.ca/

htdocs/English/specialneeds/specialservices/guidelines.aspx#Overview 

 

If anyone has questions, please call our local SSAH representative Shannon at 905-440 1073– direct 

line 

or 

Toll-free:  1-888-444-3770 SSAH-extention 1073 

Toll-free TTY:  1-800-268-7095 

Email  at supportforfamilies@ontario.ca 

 

For more information or to complete an application please follow this link  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-support-families#section-1 

 



 

New eligible expenses include: 

Sensory Items  

To support recipients who rely on sensory items to alleviate anxiety/stress and/or support any clinical or 

behavioural plans.  

e.g. multi-sensory related products and technologies. 

 

Technology  

Provide program participants the means and ability to stay safe, connected, and occupied and engaged at 

home, including in virtual and online learning and skill development activities:  

Laptops and tablets; 

Online educational and e-learning activities and resources; 

Videogames and videogame systems; 

Webcams and microphones; 

Media service subscriptions and platforms (e.g. Netflix, Xbox Live, Disney+); 

E-readers (e.g. Kindle or Kobo); and 

Remote monitoring devices and medical alert services and devices (e.g. to support people living in SIL or 

independently). 

The approval of technology will also support the virtual engagement of people with disabilities and con-

nections for families, providing some relief from caregiving requirements and alleviating some of the im-

pacts of physical distancing. 

Activities and items to support home-based recreation and fitness activities that would otherwise be ac-

cessed through day programs, school and other community-based programs:  

 

Supplies to support home-based hobbies and activities. Some examples include, but are not lim-

ited to:  

Arts and craft supplies; 

Hobby supplies; 

Puzzles and games; and 

Books for leisure/learning. 

 

 



Supplies to support home-based physical activity and fitness. This may include but is not limited to:  

Indoor items and equipment (e.g. skipping rope, yoga mat, resistance bands); and 

fitness/sport equipment and supplies that may be used on the individual’s property (e.g. basketball net, tram-

poline, frisbee, badminton set) 

Personal Protective Equipment and Supplies, When Available  

This is intended to enable program participants and their support workers to be supported more safely at 

home or as required, in the community, which may be of heightened importance to children/adults who are 

immunocompromised:  

Gloves; 

Masks; 

Gowns; 

Cleaning supplies (disinfectant wipes, sprays, and hand sanitizer); and 

Where required, goggles and face shields. 

Essential Service Delivery Fees  

Families caring for people with physical and/or developmental disabilities, particularly families caring for family 

members who are medically fragile, may not be able to leave their homes for groceries or pharmacy needs 

because of the vulnerability of their family member and/or because of their care requirements. 

If necessary, service delivery fees for essential items such as groceries and medication will be an admissible 

expense.  

e.g. Instacart by Loblaws, pharmacy deliveries etc. 

 

 

Please note that -**You will receive the payment through direct deposit.** 

If you are unable to provide banking information and require a cheque, you may submit a special request for 

one. Simply indicate this on your application. 

Please note that processing cheques may take up to several months from the date you apply.   



Behavioural Support Plans and Related Interventions  

Development of behavioural support plans and recommended interventions (delivered in person or remotely/virtually) 

and/or support strategies to reduce challenging behaviours or potential crisis situations intended to assist families to 

more safely support their family member at home. 

 

All other inadmissible expenditures outlined in the program guidelines remain in effect. 

These changes are temporary and the existing program terms and conditions will continue to apply upon the govern-

ment providing notice. You will be given as much advanced notice as possible to prepare for the return of regular busi-

ness once the government provides notice. 

To make it easier for people who receive this funding to take advantage of these changes quickly, we are also giving 

you 25 per cent of your funding for this year in advance. You should save all receipts, invoices and sup-

porting documents with proof of payment for these expenses. In response to the challenges arising 

from the COVID-19 outbreak, we are also waiving the deadline to file your claims from 2019-20. 

These measures are part of the government’s action plan to protect vulnerable people and staff caring for them. 

The Special Services at Home program helps families who are caring for a child with a developmental and/or physical 

disability. It is funded and managed by the Ministry of Community and Social Services. 

 

Support for people facing unemployment  

 

The new Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB)  You MUST re-apply every 

month 

The Federal government will pro-vide a taxable benefit of $2,000 a month for up to 4 months to eligible 

workers who have lost their income due to COVID-19.  

The Canada Emergency Response Benefit will be accessible online in early April.  

This benefit replaces the previous-ly announced Emergency Care Benefit and the Emergency Sup-port Bene-

fit.  

 

 



Other Important Supports 

Mental health and addictions supports 

If you or your child are feeling anxious, experiencing other mental health or addiction challenges or you 

can’t access your regular in-person counselling support, there are services you can access online or by 

phone: 

https://www.connexontaio  : Adults and frontline workers who are dealing with the realities of COVID-

19 can call ConnexOntario at  866-531-2600 for mental health, addictions and problem gambling support. 

https://bouncebackontario.ca/   A free, evidence-based cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) program that 

offers guided mental health self-help supports for adults and youth 15+ using workbooks, online videos 

and phone coaching. Call  866-345-0224 

 https://kidshelpphone.ca/  : Children and youth 18 and younger who need to talk to someone about their 

mental health can call 800-668-6868, for 24/7 phone and text support. 

 https://good2talk.ca/ : A phone and texting service that offers confidential support to post-secondary stu-

dents. Call  866-925-5454 

Changes to Renting 

Temporary changes to residential rental processes. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/renting-changes-during-covid-19 

Help for electricity bills 

From March 24 up to and including May 7, 2020, residential, farm and small business time-of-use cus-

tomers will pay the lowest rate — also known as the off-peak price — 24 hours a day.  

That means you will pay 10.1 ¢/kWh no matter what time of day you use electricity. This rate will be au-

tomatically applied to your bill. 

Through the Low-income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP), low-income customers can get   assis-

tance to ensure electricity and natural gas services are not disconnected during this time.  

https://www.oeb.ca/rates-and-your-bill/help-low-income- 

If you are behind on your bill and may have your service disconnected, you could qualify for: 

 $500 for electricity bills ($600 if your home is heated electrically) 

$500 for natural gas bills 

Learn about the changes and where tenants and landlords can get help. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/renting-changes-during-covid-19


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

 

Find the new Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development Guidelines here. 

Learn more about Ontario's Action Plan 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-businesses#section-5 

 

 

Learn more about the first phase of  the governments action plan on opening the province 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/reopening-ontario-after-covid-19?

_ga=2.252027273.1068158937.1588165452-1239434332.1588165452 

 

 

your organization can help fight COVID-19. 

Information and advice to Any worker who thinks they are working in unsafe conditions should report 

their concerns to Ontario’s Health and Safety Contact Centre, at 1-877-202-0008. 

Visit Ontario’s website to learn more about how the province continues to protect Ontarians from 

COVID-19. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/ 

 

Advise and Help for Businesses  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-businesses 

 

  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-businesses#section-5
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/how-your-organization-can-help-fight-coronavirus


Learning During School Closures 

 

On this webpage students and their parents can access educational resources to help keep students learning 

and engaged during school closures. 

While these materials do not replace what students have been learning at school, during this unprecedented 

time, these at-home activities offer quick and easy access to some of Ontario's best online kindergarten to 

grade 12 learning resources. 

I have also included a section of additional educational resources that parents and students can use while 

at home. 

Parents are also encouraged to access their school board's website for additional resources and information. 

Elementary Students 

Get resources designed to help young students learn at home, independently or with the help of a parent 

or guardian. 

 tKindergarten to Grade 2 

Using stories to explore simple math concepts, engage children in math and make learning at home fun, this 

resource is designed to spark conversations about math and its connections to the world of a child. You 

may be prompted to download the free Math Storytime app. No accounts or passwords are required. 

TV https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/schedule 

 Kindergarten to Grade 6 

 

Award-winning, advertising-free videos, games and content that supports the Ontario curriculum. 

TVO Kids offers educational programing throughout the day for school-aged children. Check out their 

broadcast schedule to see what is on and when.     https://www.tvokids.com/school-age 

TVO Kids also has YouTube Channels dedicated to STEM and literacy programs. 

Science and Technology          https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBCuoKUX7SIEIBK6YhUbyiA 

 Math                                         https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxNAcNMKHCXHY9dwVOElKpQ 

Language                                   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZLh7XMeNmm7B1unPIv49A 

 

Science and Technology 

https://www.tfo.org/fr/
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/schedule
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBCuoKUX7SIEIBK6YhUbyiA


 

Science and Technology Supports the Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3 core science curriculum. Kids can learn 

from fun science experiments – and even try some of them at home. 

Mathematics Supports the Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3 core curriculum. Kids can learn math in a way that 

is intriguing and fun! 

Language Join in an imaginative world where learning language is paramount. View any of the specially chosen 

videos  

 

 Kindergarten to Grade 6 

https://mpower.tvo.org/#/login/ 

 

Free, award-winning online games that support the mastery of math concepts and bolster understanding of 

STEM and the social sciences. Boost foundational math skills and inspire a love of math. Sign up can easily be 

done by a parent. With a free account, students can track their progress in the games. Check it out  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PYKDe0Cj8U 

 

 Grades 6 to 10 

Free, one-on-one online support provided by Ontario Certified Teachers, is available to help students im-

prove their math skills. Now accessible Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday from 3:30 p.m. to 

9 p.m. Build math understanding and confidence with the help of a math tutor!  

https://www.tvomathify.com/students 

Secondary Students 

Activities and resources for high school students to use at home to supplement their learning. 

Grades 9 to 12 

Students can review, refresh and extend their learning. During this time of school closure, teacher-facilitated 

online courses are being temporarily adapted to allow for independent study (not for credit). You can begin 

when you like and work at your own pace.  

https://lah.elearningontario.ca/ 

 

 Grades 6 to 10 

Free, one-on-one online support provided by Ontario Certified Teachers, is available to help students im-

prove their math skills. Now accessible Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday from 3:30 p.m. to 

9 p.m. Build math understanding and confidence with the help of a math tutor!  

https://www.tvomathify.com/students 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBCuoKUX7SIEIBK6YhUbyiA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxNAcNMKHCXHY9dwVOElKpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZLh7XMeNmm7B1unPIv49A


For Grades 9 to 12 

Access over 144 courses on a variety of topics. This free resource is intended for students, parents and 

teachers to help with learning at home. Most courses are offered in both English and French. TVO ILC Open 

House is designed for use on computers, tablets and all modern browsers, except for Internet Explorer.  

https://openhouse.ilc.org/ 

 

Parents, Guardians or Caregivers 

School Mental Health Ontario 

 Grades 4 to 12 

Access free tips and resources to help support student mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic. These 

resources are for students, educators, parents and families. 

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/ 

 Kindergarten 

Learn how Kindergarten is designed to give your child a stronger start in school and in life by providing an 

engaging learning program that is based on a child's natural desire to play. Children enter school capable, 

competent and ready to learn.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/parents-guide-literacy-math-en.pdf 

 Kindergarten to Grade 6 

Practical information and easy, fun activities to help you support your child with reading and writing at home.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideLitEn.pdf 

Kindergarten to Grade 6 

Find tips and activities to help keep your child thinking about math all year. 

 http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentguidenumen.pdf 

Grades 1 to 8 

Make sure students have a strong understanding of the fundamentals of math to help prepare them for suc-

cess, now and in the future. What students learn today will help them solve everyday problems and prepare 

them for the future of work.  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/parent_guide_math_en.pdf 

https://smho-smso.ca/covid-19/


Kindergarten to Grade 3 

Students have free access to more than 400 original picture books, with audio narrations in more than 

40 languages. French-language narration is available for most books.  

https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/ 

Kindergarten to Grade 3 

Find activities to help students learn critical thinking, problem solving and the ability to communicate using 

math. New books are added every week. This resource is designed for use on computers, tablets and all 

modern browsers.  

https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS3e1i 

Kindergarten to Grade 4 

Find videos, games and activities on a wide variety of topics through this online learning platform.  

https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/ 

Kindergarten to Grade 6 

Allows students to explore music, dance and live instruments while making connections to science, math, art 

and more. Students can make and share their own songs using this free play-based tool. 

Chrome Music Lab is designed for use on computers, tablets and all modern browsers, except for Internet 

Explorer. 

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments 

Kindergarten to Grade 6 

Go Noodle encourages kids to get up and move with fun and engaging videos. Activities include dance par-

ties, yoga sessions, mindfulness activities and game sessions. Download the app to access this resource on a 

phone or tablet.  

https://family.gonoodle.com/ 

Grades 2 to 6 

Find fun resources for students to explore space, including science experiments, quizzes, podcasts and activ-

ities.  

https://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/activities/default.asp 

 

Grades 1 to 10 

Develop number sense and algebraic reasoning through interactive puzzles and games.  

https://solveme.edc.org/ 

Grades 3 to 12 

Discover history, art, science, nature and more, through virtual exhibits from Canada's museums and herit-

age organizations. Explore unique stories and experiences online through Canadian historic and cultural her-

itage sites. Virtual Museum Canada is designed for use on mobile devices, computers, tablets and all modern 

browsers, except for Internet Explorer  



Grades 5 to 12 

Explore Google-curated virtual tours and videos that connect with a variety of museums, galleries and inter-

esting locations around the world. Students can "walk" through the collection, watch related videos and read 

resources. Text automatically displays in the default language of your computer or device. 

All content can be accessed without a registered account, but a Google account is required to create favor-

ites and collections. 

Google Arts and Culture is designed for use on all modern browsers, except for Internet Explorer. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/ 

 Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Find resources for parents to support children with learning disabilities. All content can be accessed on com-

puters and all modern browsers. Most content can be accessed on tablets and phones.  

https://connectability.ca/category/kids/ 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Find instructional videos and practice exercises on a wide variety of subjects that empower students to study 

at their own pace. Topics include math, science, art history, computer programming, history, economics and 

more. 

All content can be accessed without a registered account. Khan Academy is designed for use on computers, 

tablets and all modern browsers, except for Internet Explorer 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Parents can discover meaningful learning tasks for their children who have special needs. Activities are de-

signed for children and youth on the autism spectrum or those with a developmental disability. Learning 4 

Success is designed for use on computers, tablets, phones and all modern browsers, except for Internet Ex-

plorer.  

https://learning4success.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/ 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Program interactive stories, games, and animations and share your creations with others in the online com-

munity. Scratch helps young people code, learn to think creatively, reason systematically and work collabora-

tively – essential skills for life in the 21st century. 

All content can be accessed without a registered account by selecting "Start Creating" or one of the featured 

projects or studios. Scratch is designed for use on computers, tablets and all modern browsers, except for 

Internet Explorer. 

https://scratch.mit.edu/ 

Kindergarten to Grade 12 

Stream an incredible collection of audiobook stories that will help students to continue dreaming, learning 

and just being kids. Find titles in six different languages. Audible Stories is free while schools are closed. This 

resource is designed for use on mobile devices, computers, tablets and all modern browsers, except for In-

ternet Explorer.  

https://stories.audible.com/discovery 



Virtual Happy Hour 
 
 

Your Invited on Monday May 11th 

8pm to 9pm 

 

 

Join me virtually on Zoom- https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/85751156863?pwd=a01ia21OT1JvUjVjKzJQc1VXRThFQT09  
(Simply copy the link, and paste the link above) 

 

BYOB! 

 

If you need any support on connecting, please let me know! 

 

See You all on Monday at 8 pm 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751156863?pwd=a01ia21OT1JvUjVjKzJQc1VXRThFQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85751156863?pwd=a01ia21OT1JvUjVjKzJQc1VXRThFQT09


Kids/Teens and Adults 

PJ Dance Party 
Friday May 8 th 7pm to 8 pm 

Join me for DSP’s first ever virtual 

Dance Party! 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86865624726?

pwd=MWJNOFY3TGppRDBRWmYvTWlBSVpmdz09  

I’ll bring the music-YOU bring the moves! 

Lets Have some FUN! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86865624726?pwd=MWJNOFY3TGppRDBRWmYvTWlBSVpmdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86865624726?pwd=MWJNOFY3TGppRDBRWmYvTWlBSVpmdz09


 

News Release 
Certain Businesses Allowed to Reopen Under Strict Safety Guidelines 

May 1, 2020 

Steady Decrease in COVID-19 Cases Required Before Beginning Next Stage of Reopening 

TORONTO ― The Ontario government is allowing certain businesses and workplaces to reopen as long as they comply with strict 

public health measures and operate safely during the COVID-19 outbreak. Those permitted to start up include seasonal business-

es and some essential construction projects. 

Today's announcement was made by Premier Doug Ford, Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance, Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic De-

velopment, Job Creation and Trade, and Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health. 

The Chief Medical Officer of Health has provided general recommendations on how the openings of businesses and workplaces 

could be implemented to support safe operations, including strict adherence to health and safety requirements. 

"We are allowing certain businesses to reopen under strict guidelines because we are confident they can operate safely and 

adapt to the current environment," said Premier Ford. "While further reductions in the spread are needed before we can begin re-

ening the province, we have the right framework and the right workplace guidelines in place to do so gradually and safely."  

The government, in partnership with Ontario's health and safety associations, has developed more than 60 guidelines in response 

to COVID-19. These sector-specific measures will help employers prepare their workplaces so they can be reopened safely and 

ensure workers, customers and the general public are protected. 

By following the proper health and safety guidelines these businesses will be permitted to begin operations on Monday, May 4 at 

12:01 a.m.: 

 Garden centres and nurseries with curbside pick-up and delivery only; 

 Lawn care and landscaping; 

 Additional essential construction projects that include: 

 shipping and logistics; 

 broadband, telecommunications, and digital infrastructure; 

 any other project that supports the improved delivery of goods and services; 

 municipal projects; 

 colleges and universities; 

 child care centres; 

 schools; and 

 site preparation, excavation, and servicing for institutional, commercial, industrial and residential development; 

 Automatic and self-serve car washes; 

 Auto dealerships, open by appointment only; 

http://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/05/certain-businesses-allowed-to-reopen-under-strict-safety-guidelines.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p


Where Are We... 

 

As you are all aware we have had to cancel 

all of our current fundraising events, as well 

as  anything that was planned over the next 

few months.  Unfortunately, that has left us 

with no income coming in.   

We are fortunate that, we do have money in 

the bank, as well as GIC’s.  We are also fortu-

nate to have low monthly overhead, in re-

gards to the office space, and needs. 

We will also be applying for the Canadian Em-

ployee Wage Subsidy –CEWS  This program 

will cover 75% of the Executive Directors 

pay.  There are a couple more subsidies/

grants that will be coming out over the next 

while, I am hopeful that we will be able to ap-

ply for additional funds at that time. 

Our Treasurer– Stephanie Landers has been 

moving all of payments to on-line. This means 

that we have not had to have our bookkeeper 

coming in, just one more way to save money. 

Experts have stated that not for profits/

charitable organizations should NOT stop any 

fundraising efforts during this time.  Instead, 

they suggest ramping up through virtual ideas 

etc.  However, it’s a tricky slope! 

 Many people including our members are cur-

rently out of work, businesses have had to 

learn how to do things differently, and in the 

end many have closed their doors!  Therefore, we have decided not to proceed 

with any external fundraising efforts at this time.  We will be participating in the 

Fundscript program.  Please read the information provided on Fundscript.  This 

program will be running throughout the next while. 

We are not asking that people spend money they do not have, but simply to pur-

chase gift cards for things that they would be purchasing anyways such as gro-

ceries, and gas etc. DSP will earn a percentage of the money spent on the gift-

cards. 

 

If anyone has questions and or concerns, please feel free to let me know!  Stay 

healthy and Safe! 

Gratefully Yours, Sharon 














